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Earn Well

Lifetime Earning (Key)

The more education you get, the more money you tend to make. How much do you know about different levels 
of education and the impact of education on lifetime earning? Circle one answer for each question below. 
Correct answers are in bold.

1.	 With which education level do you tend to earn 
the lowest amount of money?

a.	 A four-year college degree (called a 
bachelor’s degree)

b.	 No high school diploma

c.	 A college dropout

d.	 A high school diploma

2.	 With which education level do you tend to earn 
the highest amount of money?

a.	 A four-year college degree (called a 
bachelor’s degree)

b.	 A master’s graduate degree (called an 
M.A. or M.S.)

c.	 A doctorate graduate degree (called a 
Ph.D.)

d.	 A professional degree (such as is 
required to become an attorney or a 
medical doctor)

3.	 Of these educational levels, with which do you 
tend to earn the lowest amount of money?

a.	 Dropping out of school in 11th grade

b.	 Dropping out of school in 10th grade

c.	 Dropping out of school before 9th grade

d.	 Dropping out of school in 12th grade

4.	 Of these educational levels, with which do you 
tend to earn the lowest amount of money?

a.	 A four-year college degree (called a 
bachelor’s degree)

b.	 Three years of college

c.	 A two-year college degree (called an 
associate degree)

d.	 One year of college

5.	 Of these educational levels, with which do you 
tend to earn the highest amount of money?

a.	 A four-year college degree (called a 
bachelor’s degree)

b.	 Three years of college

c.	 A two-year college degree (called an 
associate degree)

d.	 One year of college 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, 2006 Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 
Table PINC-03 Educational Attainment. (This is the most current data in this area at publication.)


